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INTRODUCTION 
It is the intent of North Bothell Little League (NBLL) to accommodate any youngster who wants to play Little League Baseball or 
Softball, who lives, or is enrolled in school, within the registered boundaries, and meets the age requirements.  No youngster will be 
turned away, except for: 1) Severe disciplinary reasons; 2) Because of roster limitations, or 3) Because of restrictions placed on NBLL by 
organizations with which NBLL is obligated to cooperate (i.e. Little League Baseball, Incorporated, King and Snohomish County Parks 
and Recreation Departments, and the Northshore School District). 
 
For those unfamiliar with the policies of NBLL, we believe that every child should be given an opportunity to play, and participate in, all 
phases of the game.  Development and life skills are more important than winning games.  No child should be exposed to abusive 
language, harassment, severe or injurious discipline, emotional outbursts, or storms of anger by coaches or teammates.  Bullying, in any 
form, will not be tolerated.  In short, our primary goal is to instill in our community, a love for the game, by creating a safe and fun 
environment for children to compete in baseball or softball.  If we do our job right, players and families will return year after year to 
participate in our program. 
  
These bylaws, rules, and procedures are intended to cover issues and situations which the NBLL Board of Directors have found 
necessary beyond those outlined in the Little League Baseball Rules.  Anything not covered in this document, or cases of specific 
conflict, should be brought before the NBLL Board of Directors for resolution. 
 
Additional information is provided in this document to establish a level of consistency and common understanding across the league. 
This document can also be used to enhance communication between coaches, umpires, and parents within NBLL.  Anyone working with 
youth should remember; that by the very nature of your age and position, you are a role model for the children placed in your charge.  
Your actions, speech, and behavior should be exemplary.  Our goal is not to win, but to compete.  We compete by developing players in 
the highest tradition of baseball or softball while instilling in them the values of good sportsmanship, honesty, hard work, and discipline. 
   

 
VIOLENCE AND INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR 
Violence, in any form, will not be tolerated.  This policy extends to any violent acts, threats of violence, or the perception of violence 
before, during, or after any NBLL program, practice, game, or event.  There is simply no excuse for any type of violence in youth sports.  
All other forms of inappropriate behavior are also unacceptable.  The Board of Directors will have the final say in all issues pertaining to 
violent or inappropriate acts.  Although not anticipated, any inappropriate behavior will be dealt with quickly and decisively. The 
Manager of each team is responsible for ensuring the appropriate behavior of his team, parents, and volunteers.  Violent acts or 
inappropriate behavior by players, league personnel, and/or spectators will not be tolerated, and may result in ejection from a game, 
expulsion for the season, and potential permanent removal from NBLL. 
 

 
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Commencing at the intersection of 184th Street SE and 67th Avenue SE, south along 67th Avenue SE and through to State Highway 9, 
south along State Highway 9 to its intersection with 212th Street SE, east along 212th Street SE to the western end of its SE 7600 block, 
south to the 220th block on 76th Drive SE, east to the western end of the 7900 block, south to US Highway 522, southwesterly along 
highway 522 to the northern end of the SE 23200 block and the western end of the SE 4300 block, south to a point equating to the 
northern end of 23600 block at the western end of the SE 4200 block, south to the King/Snohomish county line, west to I-405, northerly 
along I-405 to the southern end of the SE 23700 block, west to 23rd Avenue SE, north along 23rd Avenue SE to the Northern end of the 
SE 23700 block, west to 19th Avenue SE, north along 19th Avenue SE to 228th Street SE, west to 5th Avenue SE, north along 5th Avenue 
SE to the southern end of its SE 22200 block, northeasterly to I-405, northwesterly along I-405 to North Danvers Road, northerly along 
North Danvers Road to the northern end of its SE 19600 block, east to a point equating to the eastern end of the W 300 block, east to 
Filbert Road, north to a point equating to the northern end of the SE 19300 block, east to 1st Drive SE, north along 1st Drive SE to Winsap 
Road, east northeasterly to a point equating to the northern end of the SE 19100 block at the western end of the SE 300 block, north to 
Poppy Road, southeasterly to 192nd Street SE at the western end of its SE 700 block, south to a point equating to the northern end of the 
SE 19400 block, east to 19th Avenue SE, north along 19th Avenue SE to the northern end of its SE 19300 block, east to a point equating to 
the western end of the SE 2200 block, north to a point equating to the northern end of the SE 18600 block, west and through to 186 th 
Place SE at the western end of the SE 1800 block, North to 180th St SE, East along 180th St SE to the western end of its SE 5800 block, 
south to a point equating to the middle of the SE 18300 block, east to James Place, southwesterly along James Place to the northern end 
of its SE 18400 block, east through and to and along 184th Street SE to 67th Avenue SE, the point of beginning. All boundaries of North 
Bothell Little League are within the boundaries of Northshore School District, and follow boundary lines where abutting Snohomish 
School District and Monroe School District. 
 

 
LITTLE LEAGUE CAREER 
Baseball – Farm, Minor, Major, Junior, Senior, and Big-League teams will be formed by draft every year to keep teams as balanced and 
competitive as possible.  Trades are discouraged, but if necessary, can only be made the night of the draft, after being approved by the 
Division Coordinator, Player Agent, Vice President, and President.  Baseball – Collegiate teams will be formed by the Collegiate 
Division Coordinator after each player has gone through an assessment to determine their skill level.  Teams will be formed first by skill 
level, then by school, while giving great allowance for “Buddy Requests”, etc… as requested by parents.  Tee Ball teams will be formed 
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by the Tee Ball Division Coordinator by school, while giving great allowance for “Buddy Requests”, etc… as requested by parents.  The 
Board of Directors shall reserve the right to continue as a player, any child whose residence changes after becoming a member of NBLL 
as provided for in the official rules.  However, the Board of Directors should take the best interests of the child into consideration. 
  

 
LEVELS OF PARTICIPATION 
NBLL supports divisions for both boys and girls that range from 4-years to 16-years in age.  NBLL baseball divisions are shown in the 
following table: 
 

Division Age 
Seniors 14 - 16 
Juniors 12 - 14 
Majors 9 - 12 
Minors 8 - 11 
Farm 7 - 11 
Collegiate 6 - 8 
Tee Ball 4 - 6 

 

 
SELECTION OF PLAYERS 
The first and most important consideration is the assignment of each player to the level which they are best suited, and to distribute talent 
to make teams competitive and fair.  To accomplish the most correct assignment, a tryout is held each year.  The tryouts are conducted 
under the management of the Board of Directors.  Each player, who has properly registered, will be given the opportunity to participate in 
the tryout.  It is the responsibility of the Player Agent to see to it that each team manager has adequate knowledge of players to be 
drafted.  If not, a knowledgeable person should be appointed to assist a manager during the drafting of players. 
 
Players will be drafted or assigned to baseball teams as follows: 
 

  Team Level   Selection Method

  Seniors   Draft Plan B - Single Pool Alternate

  Juniors   Draft Plan B - Single Pool Alternate

  Majors   Draft Plan B - Single Pool Alternate

  Minors   Draft Plan B - Single Pool Alternate

  Farm   Draft Plan B - Single Pool Alternate

  Collegiate   Placement by Division Coordinator

  Tee Ball   Placement by Division Coordinator  
 

 
JUINOR / SENIOR BASEBALL DRAFT 
All children 14 to 16 may try out for a Seniors division team.  All children 12 to 14 may try out for a Juniors division team.  Fourteen 
(14) year olds who are not drafted onto a Seniors division team will become eligible to be drafted by a Juniors division team. 
 
Drafting to fill available positions on Seniors division teams will occur first, followed by Juniors division teams.  Drafting will be 
accomplished via a serpentine process, with the first pick in the first round getting the last pick in the second round, etc….  Draft order 
will be determined by random draw, with manager player options being taken in a round appropriate for that player’s skill level as 
determined and approved by the Player Agent and the Division Coordinator. 
 
Junior / Senior division teams will be redrafted every year to ensure that teams are as equally balanced and competitive as possible.  
 

 
MAJOR / MINOR / FARM BASEBALL DRAFT 
All league age 9 to 12 children may try out for the Majors division.  Players, league age 9 to 11, that are not drafted onto a Majors 
division team, will be eligible to be drafted onto a Minors division team.  League age 9 and 10 players must be approved by a special 
sub-committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft. 
 
Unless otherwise noted under the rules of Little League Baseball, Incorporated, Majors teams cannot have more than 8 league age 12 
player on each team.  It is NBLL’s intent to place the maximum number of league age 12 players on each Majors team while balancing 
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the number of 12-year olds across all of the Majors teams in the division.  Additional non-league age 12 players will be drafted to fill the 
remaining roster spots on each team.  Typically, this includes drafting a number of league age 11-year olds to fill the teams.  In very rare 
circumstances, league age 9 or 10 players will be considered for the Majors draft, however, all participants must understand that drafting 
a league age 9 or 10 player likely means displacing an otherwise deserving league age 11-year old from participating at the appropriate 
level for their skill and experience.  It is NBLL’s intent that all league age 10-year olds play Minors unless special circumstances warrant 
otherwise. 
 
All league age 7 to 11 children may try out for the Minors division.  Players, league age 7 to 10, that are not drafted onto a Minors 
division team, will be eligible to be drafted onto a Farm division team.  League age 7 to 9 players must be approved by a special sub-
committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft. 
 
All league age 7 to 11 children may try out for the Farm division.  Players, league age 7 and 8, that are not drafted onto a Farm division 
team, will be placed onto a Collegiate division team.  League age 7 and 11 players must be approved by a special sub-committee of the 
NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft. 
 
Drafting to fill available roster positions on Majors division teams will occur first, followed by Minors, and then Farm.  Drafting will be 
accomplished via a serpentine process, with the first pick in the first round getting the last pick in the second round, etc...  Draft order 
will be determined by random draw immediately preceding the draft, with manager player options being taken in a round appropriate for 
that player’s skill level, as determined and approved by the Player Agent and the Division Coordinator.  Majors / Minors / Farm division 
teams will be redrafted every year to ensure that teams are as equally balanced and as competitive as possible. 
 
NBLL utilizes the alternative method of Draft Plan B for all divisions.  Draft Plan B includes all returning players from a division who 
have registered for the current season plus all new players who register for the division and become division candidates.  Players from 
both groups are placed into a combined draft pool with the stipulation that all returning players must be drafted before the draft ends.  
The Player Agent is responsible for monitoring this process to ensure all returning players are taken by a team prior to the conclusion of 
the draft. 
 
COLLEGIATE BASEBALL AND TEE BALL PLACEMENT 
All league age 7 to 9 children and any league age 6 players who have played at least one year of Tee Ball are eligible for the Collegiate 
division.  The Division Coordinator for Collegiate will host a skill assessment for all Collegiate candidates to determine the level of play 
best suited to each player’s skill and maturity level.  League age 9 players must be approved by a special sub-committee of the NBLL 
Board of Directors prior to being eligible for placement on a Collegiate team.  Special consideration will be given to player buddy 
requests, player coaching requests, and school groupings when forming Collegiate teams.  The Division Coordinator should strive to 
balance teams based on the results of the skill assessment while taking into account and honoring as many requests as possible. 
 
All league age 4 to 6 children are eligible to play in the Tee Ball division.  The Division Coordinator for Tee Ball will form teams from 
the available pool of players while honoring as many player and parent requests as possible.  After considering all requests, the Division 
Coordinator will attempt to combine teams based on school. 
 
SELECTION OF TEAM MANAGERS AND COACHES 
Selection of team Managers is the responsibility of the league President.  As the chief administrator of the league, the President selects 
and appoints all Managers, Coaches, Umpires, and Committee Members.  However, all appointments are subject to the final approval of 
the local league’s Board of Directors.  League Presidents should work hand-in-hand with fellow volunteers to ensure the best decisions 
are being made for the entire league. 
 
Prior management or coaching experience is not required.  Manager and Coach training is provided to NBLL participants throughout the 
season, with a heavy focus on training clinics prior to the start of the season.  This training is open to all NBLL volunteers who wish to 
learn more about coaching and managing a team.  Passing a successful background check is a mandatory requirement for participation as 
a Manager, Coach, or Volunteer in little league.  Attendance at all mandatory meetings is also a requirement for Manager candidates. 
 
All Manager candidates will be evaluated independently on a season-by-season basis.  Prior appointment as a Manager, Coach, or 
Volunteer does not guarantee future appointment.  Managers and Coaches should always be focused on safety first, and then on having 
fun and developing players.  Winning games should not be a priority or a requirement for Managers and Coaches during the season.  
Striving to create a competitive environment, through the development of players, and the implementation of a fun and safe baseball 
experience, should be the ultimate goal.  As such, each Manager should strive to create an environment where every player and parent 
wants to return to NBLL in the following season. 
 
Managers will appoint up to 3 official Coaches for their team.  All appointments will be forward to the President for approval prior to the 
start of practices.  Coaches must pass a background check before stepping onto the field with the players.  Only Managers and Coaches 
will be allowed onto the field during games.  If a Manager is short Coaches for a game, they are free to appoint another Volunteer to act 
as an Assistant Coach during the game but the Manager must only appoint Volunteers known to have passed a background check.  All 
approved Volunteers are allowed to participate in practices and in pre-game warmups. 
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NBLL does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion or creed, gender, gender expression, age, national origin, 
disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations. 
 

 
LOCAL RULES - BASEBALL 
The following rules apply to all levels of North Bothell Little League: 
 
1. Only NBLL registered players may be on the field of play. 
 
2. The Little League Pledge shall be recited prior to each game by all of the managers, coaches, and players in front of their respective 

stands/spectators, to be led by the home team manager or his/her designee.  It is acceptable for the pledge to be skipped during inter-
league play where the inter-league partner team doesn’t recite the pledge as a normal part of their pre-game process. 
 

3. The home team is responsible for preparation of the field prior to the game, and to take the third base dugout. The field must be 
ready in order for the game to start on time. Both teams are responsible for field clean up after the game. No exceptions. Both teams 
are also responsible for proper storage of field equipment (Bases, etc.), policing the field, dugouts, and stands before leaving, and 
locking the gates. 

 
4. The OUT-OF-PLAY lines shall be considered an extension of the backstop lines down the first and third base lines. In the interest of 

safety, any ball going past these lines shall be called dead, whether caught or not caught, batted, or thrown. 
 
5. The usage of non-Little League approved or non-Little League compliant bats is strictly prohibited. In all baseball divisions, 

composite barrel bats that have not received an approval waiver from Little League International may not be used at any time during 
practice, games or team events (Team use of commercial batting cages). It is the responsibility of the player and manager to provide 
documented proof of the Little League waiver upon request by a league official or umpire. Failure to provide an approved waiver 
from Little League International upon request by a Little League official or umpire will disqualify the composite barrel bat. It is not 
the responsibility of the umpire to check for composite barrel bat waivers, but it is the umpire’s responsibility to enforce the rules.  

 
6. Anyone who is EJECTED must: 

a. Notify the League President or Vice President and the Division Coordinator of the respective league within 24 hours. He or she 
will also serve a one game suspension during the next scheduled game that is played.  

b. Second offense will result in a two-game suspension. 
c. Third offense is removal from NBLL for the season. 
d. A Disciplinary Committee appeal may result in missing no games. 

 
7. Games called due to darkness, rain, etc… must have completed a minimum of four (4) innings (Three-and-a-half innings if the home 

team is ahead) to be considered an official game. Games called prior to being considered an official game will be continued or 
replayed, if one or less innings have been played.  Games that have played more than one inning, but are not yet an official game, 
will be replayed at a later date, from the point the game was postponed.  Games called in the middle of an inning, after being 
considered an official game, will revert back to the last completed inning if the visiting team is ahead, or will be declared final if the 
home team is ahead (Ties are allowed).  

  

 
BASEBALL – MAJORS 
 
1. All players, league age 9 to 12, are eligible to participate in the Majors Division.  League age 9 and 10 players must be approved by 

a special sub-committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft.  This special sub-committee will 
include the Vice President of Baseball, the Player Agent, and the Division Coordinator and the decision must be unanimous. 
  

2. Every team will provide umpires to cover games scheduled during the regular season and the post season.  The league’s Umpire-in-
Chief will assign the home plate umpire from a pool of umpires who have no ties to the game being played, while the visiting team 
will provide the field umpire.  Penalties will be levied against teams that fail to provide umpires for their scheduled games.  These 
penalties will include loss of practice time, loss of batting cage time, and loss of on-field coaches for subsequent games.  See the 
league’s Disciplinary Policy for more details. 

  
3. If only one league-assigned umpire is at a game, that umpire will call the plate.  With the league-assigned umpire’s approval, the 

home team may provide the base umpire if the visiting team cannot field an umpire.  The visiting team shall provide the home plate 
umpire if a league-assigned umpire is not at the game. 

 
4. All games have a strict two-hour (2) time limit from the scheduled start when another game is scheduled immediately following the 

game.  Games with no follow-on game scheduled may play up to two-and-a-half hours (2.5) from the scheduled start.  Lighted and 
non-lighted field rules apply.  Check to make sure NBLL has the permit for field use.  The plate umpire is responsible for 
maintaining strict time limits. 
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Non-Lighted Fields 
No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
 
Lighted Fields 
Sunday thru Thursday: No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
Friday and Saturday: No new inning shall start after 10:15 pm.  No new batter after 10:30 pm. 

 
5. Pre-game batting practice at the field is allowed, but must be done in the outfield, and in a manner that does not interfere with the 

opposing team’s warm-up.  All batters must wear helmets and must be under the strict supervision of a Manager or Coach.  Hitting 
sticks, weighted balls, and whiffle balls are the ONLY APPROVED equipment for use during pre-game batting practice.  Hard 
balls shall not be used in any manner for hitting / bunting drills during pre-game batting practice. 
 

6. Teams are NOT allowed to take a full infield / outfield prior to the game.  Teams may hit ground balls in foul territory in front of 
their dugout, and can hit / throw fly balls to players on their side of the outfield. 

 
7. The entire game roster shall be used as the batting order, regardless of defensive position.  Players arriving after the game has started 

shall be placed in the batting order after the last player named in such batting order.  Free substitution is allowed for defense. 
 
8. If playing on a non-fenced field, the home run line will be marked by cones at a distance of 200 feet from home plate.  A batted ball 

that passes over the coned home run line on the fly shall be a home run.  A batted ball that touches a fielder’s glove, or any other 
part of said fielder, and passes over the coned home run line on the fly, without ever touching the ground prior to passing the cones, 
shall be a home run.  A batted ball that passes the coned home run line after first touching the ground shall be a ground-rule double, 
regardless of whether a fielder touched it or not. 

 
9. A thrown ball that passes the coned home run line, shall be called out-of-play by the umpire, and bases awarded to the runners 

accordingly. 
 
10. For a completed game of six inning or longer, every player must play at least four (4) defensive innings, with at least two (2) of the 

four (4) defensive innings being played at an infield position (Positions 1-6).  For a completed game of less than six innings (rain-
out, darkness, ten-run rule, etc…), every player must play at least two (2) defensive innings, with at least one (1) of the two (2) 
defensive innings being played at an infield position (Positions 1 - 6).  A player may not be on the bench for two consecutive 
innings.  Penalties will apply to any team that violates the minimum play requirements.  See the league’s Disciplinary Policy 
for more details.  Any disciplinary actions that impact a player’s minimum play time must first be approved by the Player 
Agent or the Division Coordinator prior to implementation. 

 
11. Games will be played using a Rawlings hardball or similar quality baseball. 

 
12. Green book rule will be followed for pitch count and rest period required as follows: 
 

Pitches thrown Days of Rest Pitched on Rest Eligible to Pitch 
 01 – 20 0 Sunday None Monday 
 21 – 35 1 Sunday Monday Tuesday 
 36 – 50 2 Sunday Monday & Tuesday Wednesday 
 51 - 65 3 Sunday Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Thursday 
 66 or more 4 Sunday Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs Friday 
 
A player MAY NOT throw more than 35 pitches in a game prior to Spring Break. (Subject to Last Batter) 
 
Post Spring Break, maximum pitch limits are as follows: 
  
11 - 12 years old: 85 pitches per day 
09 - 10 years old: 75 pitches per day 
 
If a pitcher reaches their maximum pitch count OR reaches a rest threshold while facing a batter, the pitcher may continue to 
pitch until any of the following conditions occurs: 1) That batter reaches base, or; 2) That batter is retired, or; 3) The third out is 
made to complete the half-inning.  The pitcher will only be required to observe the calendar day(s) of rest for the threshold he / 
she reached during that at-bat, provided that pitcher is removed before delivering a pitch to another batter. 
 
A pitcher throwing 40 or more pitches in a game can still play catcher pursuant to the last batter conditions stated above.  Once 
a pitcher has thrown the 41+ pitch to a new batter, that pitcher can no longer play the position of catcher for the remainder of 
the day.  For a complete list of pitchers to catcher or catchers to pitcher rules, please see the GREEN BOOK.  In all cases we 
will adhere to the GREEN BOOK rules. 
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A player that catches in 4 or more innings may not pitch for the remainder of the day. 
 
13. A game shall terminate and be declared final, if after four or more innings (Three-and-a-half if the home team is ahead), either team 

is ahead by 10 or more runs. 
 

14. After entering the batter’s box, the batter must remain in the box with at least one foot throughout the at bat. 

Exceptions are as follows: 
1) On a swing, slap, or check swing 
2) When forced out of the box by a pitch 
3) When the batter attempts a drag bunt 
4) When the catcher does not catch the pitched ball 
5) When a play has been attempted 
6) When time has been called 
7) When the pitcher leaves the dirt area of the pitching mound, or takes a position more than five feet from the pitcher’s plate 

after receiving the ball, or the catcher leaves the catcher’s box 
8) On a three-ball count for a pitch that is a strike that the batter thinks is a ball 

 
Penalty: If the batter leaves the batter’s box or delays play and none of the exceptions apply, the umpire shall warn the batter. After 
one warning on a batter, the umpire shall call a strike.  Any number of strikes can be called on each batter.  No pitch has to be 
thrown, the ball is dead, and no runners may advance. 

 
15. It is the responsibility of the HOME team to enter all scores, pitchers used, and pitch counts to the website by 9:00AM the following 

morning for games played on Sunday through Thursday and by 12:00AM that evening for games played on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  Managers will need to meet after each game to validate score, pitchers used, and pitch counts and to ensure catchers were 
properly utilized during the game. 
  

16. Majors Division teams cannot draw a replacement player from a Minors Division team during the last two weeks of their regular 
season, league playoffs, or Tournament of Champions (TOC). 

17. A team may have up to 4 coaches/volunteers on the field during regular season play and up to 3 coaches/volunteers on the field 
during post season play. 

18. Any violation of the rules or inappropriate behavior by Coaches, Managers, or Volunteers will be addressed under the league’s 
Disciplinary Policy. 

 

 
BASEBALL – MINORS 
 
1. All players league age 7 to 11 are eligible to participate in the Minors Division.  League age 7, 8, and 9 players must be approved by 

a special sub-committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft.  This special sub-committee will 
include the Vice President of Baseball, the Player Agent, and the Division Coordinator and the decision must be unanimous. 

2. Every team will provide umpires to cover games scheduled during the regular season and the post season.  The league’s Umpire-in-
Chief will assign the home plate umpire from a pool of umpires who have no ties to the game being played, while the visiting team 
will provide the field umpire. Penalties will be levied against teams that fail to provide umpires for their scheduled games.  These 
penalties will include loss of practice time, loss of batting cage time, and loss of on-field coaches for subsequent games.  See the 
league’s Disciplinary Policy for more details. 
  

3. If only one league-assigned umpire is at a game, that umpire will call the plate.  With the league-assigned umpire’s approval, the 
home team may provide the base umpire if the visiting team cannot field an umpire.  The visiting team shall provide the home plate 
umpire if a league-assigned umpire is not at the game. 

 
4. All games have a strict two-hour (2) time limit from the scheduled start when another game is scheduled immediately following the 

game.  Games with no follow-on games scheduled may play up to two-and-a-half hours (2.5) from the scheduled start.  Lighted and 
non-lighted field rules apply.  Check to make sure NBLL has the permit for field use.  The plate umpire is responsible for 
maintaining strict time limits. 
 
Non-Lighted Fields 
No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
 
Lighted Fields 
Sunday thru Thursday: No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
Friday and Saturday: No new inning shall start after 10:15 pm.  No new batter after 10:30 pm. 
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5. Pre-game batting practice at the field is allowed, but must be done in the outfield and in a manner that does not interfere with the 

opposing team’s warm-up.  All batters must wear helmets and must be under the strict supervision of a Manager or Coach.  Hitting 
sticks, weighted balls, and whiffle balls are the ONLY APPROVED equipment for use during pre-game batting practice.  Hard 
balls shall not be used in any manner for hitting / bunting drills during pre-game batting practice. 

6. Teams are NOT allowed to take a full infield / outfield prior to the game.  Teams may hit ground balls in foul territory in front of 
their dugout, and can hit / throw fly balls to players on their side of the outfield. 

 
7. The entire game roster shall be used as the batting order, regardless of defensive position.  Players arriving after the game has started 

shall be placed in the batting order after the last player named in such batting order.  Free substitution is allowed for defense. 
 
8. If playing on a non-fenced field, the home run line will be marked by cones a distance of 180 feet from home plate.  A batted ball 

that passes over the coned home run line on the fly shall be a home run.  A batted ball that touches a fielder’s glove, or any other 
part of said fielder, and passes over the coned home run line on the fly, without ever touching the ground prior to passing the cones, 
shall be a home run.  A batted ball that passes the coned home run line after first touching the ground shall be a ground-rule double, 
regardless of whether a fielder touched it or not. 

 
9. A thrown ball that passes the coned home run line, shall be called out-of-play by the umpire, and bases awarded to the runners 

accordingly. 
 
10. For a completed game of six innings or longer, every player must play at least four (4) defensive innings, with at least two (2) of the 

four (4) defensive innings being played at an infield position (Positions 1-6).  For a completed game of less than six innings (rain-
out, darkness, etc…), every player must play at least two (2) defensive innings, with at least one (1) of the two (2) defensive innings 
being played at an infield position (Positions 1-6).  A player may not be on the bench for two consecutive innings.  Penalties will 
apply to any team that violates the minimum play requirements.  See the league’s Disciplinary Policy for more details.  Any 
disciplinary actions that impact a player’s minimum play time must first be approved by the Player Agent or the Division 
Coordinator prior to implementation. 

11. Games will be played using a Rawlings hardball or similar quality baseball. 
 
12. Green book rule will be followed for pitch count and rest period required as follows: 
 

Pitches thrown Days of Rest Pitched on Rest Eligible to Pitch 
 01 – 20 0 Sunday None Monday 
 21 – 35 1 Sunday Monday Tuesday 
 36 – 50 2 Sunday Monday & Tuesday Wednesday 
 51 - 65 3 Sunday Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Thursday 
 66 or more 4 Sunday Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs Friday 

  
A player MAY NOT throw more than 35 pitches in a game prior to Spring Break. (Subject to Last Batter)  

 
Post Spring Break, maximum pitch limits are as follows: 
  
 11 - 12 years old: 85 pitches per day 
 09 - 10 years old: 75 pitches per day 
 07 - 08 years old: 50 pitches per day 
 
If a pitcher reaches their maximum pitch count OR reaches a rest threshold while facing a batter, the pitcher may continue to 
pitch until any of the following conditions occurs: 1) That batter reaches base, or; 2) That batter is retired, or; 3) The third out is 
made to complete the half-inning.  The pitcher will only be required to observe the calendar day(s) of rest for the threshold he / 
she reached during that at-bat, provided that pitcher is removed before delivering a pitch to another batter. 
 
A pitcher throwing 40 or more pitches in a game can still play catcher pursuant to the last batter conditions stated above.  Once 
a pitcher has thrown the 41+ pitch to a new batter, that pitcher can no longer play the position of catcher for the remainder of 
the day.  For a complete list of pitchers to catcher or catchers to pitcher rules, please see the GREEN BOOK.  In all cases we 
will adhere to the GREEN BOOK rules. 
 
A player that catches in 4 or more innings may not pitch for the remainder of the day. 

 
13. The side retires when there are three (3) outs, when five (5) runs score, or when the entire batting order has batted, whichever comes 

first.  EXCEPTION: If a batter hits a home run over the fence or outfield boundary line, or a ground rule double, all runs driven in 
by that play will score (Maximum of two runs on ground rule double).  During the sixth inning, and every inning thereafter, there is 
no five-run limit, but the number of runs is limited to one rotation through the batting order. 
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14. After entering the batter’s box, the batter must remain in the box with at least one foot throughout the at bat. 
 

Exceptions are as follows: 
9) On a swing, slap, or check swing 
10) When forced out of the box by a pitch 
11) When the batter attempts a drag bunt 
12) When the catcher does not catch the pitched ball 
13) When a play has been attempted 
14) When time has been called 
15) When the pitcher leaves the dirt area of the pitching mound, or takes a position more than five feet from the pitcher’s plate 

after receiving the ball, or the catcher leaves the catcher’s box 
16) On a three-ball count for a pitch that is a strike but the batter thinks is a ball 

 
Penalty: If the batter leaves the batter’s box or delays play and none of the exceptions apply, the umpire shall warn the batter.  After 
one warning on a batter, the umpire shall call a strike.  Any number of strikes can be called on each batter.  No pitch has to be 
thrown, the ball is dead, and no runners may advance. 

 
15. It is the responsibility of the HOME team to enter all scores, pitchers used, and pitch counts to the website by 9:00AM the following 

morning for games played on Sunday through Thursday and by 12:00AM that evening for games played on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  Managers will need to meet after each game to validate score, pitchers used, and pitch counts and to ensure catchers were 
properly utilized during the game. 
 

16. Minors Division teams cannot draw a replacement player from a Farm Division team during the last two weeks of their regular 
season, league playoffs, or Tournament of Champions (TOC). 

 
17. There is NO dropped third strike for the Minor’s Division. 

 
18. A team may have up to 4 coaches/volunteers on the field during regular season play and up to 3 coaches/volunteers on the field 

during post season play. 
 

19. Any violation of the rules or inappropriate behavior by Coaches, Managers, or Volunteers will be addressed under the league’s 
Disciplinary Policy. 

 

 
BASEBALL – FARM 
 
1. All players league age 7 to 11 are eligible to participate in the Farm Division.  League age 7 and 11 players must be approved by a 

special sub-committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to being eligible for the draft.  This special sub-committee will include 
the Vice President of Baseball, the Player Agent, and the Division Coordinator and the decision must be unanimous. 

2. Farm Division teams will provide umpires for their own games, with the visiting team providing the home plate umpire and the 
home team providing the field umpire.  Managers are responsible for making sure they have umpires lined up to cover their games 
as needed. 
 

3. All games have a strict two-hour (2) time limit from the scheduled start when another game is scheduled immediately following the 
game.  Games with no follow-on games scheduled may play up to two-and-a-half hours (2.5) from the scheduled start.  Lighted and 
non-lighted field rules apply.  Check to make sure NBLL has the permit for field use.  The plate umpire is responsible for 
maintaining strict time limits. 
 
Non-Lighted Fields 
No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
 
Lighted Fields 
Sunday thru Thursday: No new inning shall start after 8:15 pm.  No new batter after 8:30 pm. 
Friday and Saturday: No new inning shall start after 10:15 pm.  No new batter after 10:30 pm. 

  
4. Pre-game batting practice at the field is allowed, but must be done in the outfield and in a manner that does not interfere with the 

opposing team’s warm-up.  All batters must wear helmets and must be under the strict supervision of a manager or coach.  Hitting 
sticks, weighted balls, and whiffle balls are the ONLY APPROVED equipment for use during pre-game batting practice.  Hard 
balls shall not be used in any manner for hitting / bunting drills during pre-game batting practice. 

 
5. Teams are not allowed to take a full infield / outfield prior to the game.  Teams may hit ground balls in foul territory in front of their 

dugout, and can hit / throw fly balls to players on their side of the outfield. 
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6. The entire game roster shall be used as the batting order, regardless of defensive position.  Players arriving after the game has started 
shall be placed in the batting order after the last player named in such batting order.  Free substitution is allowed for defense. 

 
7. If playing on a non-fenced field, the home run line will be marked by cones a distance of 160 feet from home plate.  A batted ball 

that passes over the coned home run line on the fly shall be a home run.  A batted ball that touches a fielder’s glove, or any other 
part of said fielder, and passes over the coned home run line on the fly, without ever touching the ground prior to passing the cones, 
shall be a home run.  A batted ball that passes the coned home run line after first touching the ground shall be a ground-rule double, 
regardless of whether a fielder touched it or not.  

8. A thrown ball that passes the coned home run line, shall be called out-of-play by the umpire, and bases awarded to the runners 
accordingly. 

 
9. No player may play at the same defensive position for more than two (2) innings per game.  In addition, no player shall play in the 

infield for more than four (4) innings per game.  Each player shall play a minimum of five (5) defensive innings per game, at least 
two (2) of which shall be in the infield.  NOTE: Catcher is an infield position. A player may not be on the bench for two 
consecutive innings.  Penalties will apply to any team that violates the minimum play requirements.  See the league’s 
Disciplinary Policy for more details.  Any disciplinary actions that impact a player’s minimum play time must first be 
approved by the Player Agent or the Division Coordinator prior to implementation. 

 
10. The game will be played using a Rawlings hardball or similar quality baseball. 
 
11. The side retires when there are three (3) outs, when five (5) runs score, or when the entire batting order has batted, whichever comes 

first.  EXCEPTION: If a batter hits a home run over the fence or outfield boundary line, or a ground rule double, all runs driven in 
by that play will score (Maximum of two runs on ground rule double).  During the sixth inning, and every inning thereafter, there is 
no five-run limit, but the number of runs is limited to one rotation through the batting order. 

 
12. From Opening Day through the last day in April, the first three innings of a game will be coach-pitch and the last three innings will 

be kid-pitch.  From May 1st through the end of the season, the first two innings will be coach-pitch and the last four innings will be 
kid-pitch.  During coach-pitch innings, the player assuming the pitcher position shall start each play within 18” from the actual 
pitching plate.  During coach-pitch innings, there will be no bunting or stealing.  Bunting and stealing is permitted during kid-pitch 
innings. 

 
13. The Manager/Coach/Volunteer pitches to his or her own team during coach-pitch innings.  A batter hit by a coach-pitch does not 

take first base. 
 
14. Gloves may be worn by the adult pitcher during coach-pitch as a safety measure.  However, all defensive handling of the ball is to 

be done by the players.  A live ball coming into contact with the adult pitcher is considered incidental contact, and the ball is live 
and in play.  A live ball caught by the adult pitcher will result in an out for the defensive team. 

 
15. During the coach pitch portion of the game, the coach gives a maximum of seven (7) pitches to each batter; three (3) swinging 

strikes is an out.  After each pitch, if the ball is not put in play, it is considered a “Dead Ball” and the ball shall be thrown back to the 
adult pitcher to resume play.  This will eliminate unnecessary throws by the catcher to a base to hold runners as they cannot steal 
during coach pitch.  If a batter does not put the ball into play after seven (7) pitches, the batter is out.  A player fouling off the 
seventh pitch, or any subsequent pitch, is allowed another pitch, unless the foul ball is caught on the fly, at which point the batter is 
out. 

 
16. During the kid-pitch portion of the game, a batter is out on a third strike regardless of whether or not the ball is caught by the 

catcher.  There is NO dropped third strike rule in the Farm Division. 
 
17. Stealing second and third base is allowed during kid pitch innings only.  Stealing home is allowed in the sixth inning only.  In an 

effort to encourage catchers to throw the ball, runners may not advance to another base on an overthrow during a stolen base 
attempt, except during the sixth inning.  During the sixth inning only, runners attempting to steal may advance to any base at the risk 
of being put out, and may also advance further on overthrows.  The sixth inning is played as real baseball in regard to base stealing. 

 
18. A containment rule is used in this division for the ENTIRE GAME to limit the number of bases that runners can advance during 

each at bat.  Our goal is to encourage defensive players to throw the ball and make appropriate baseball plays without the penalty of 
runners taking unlimited bases on over-throws.  Containment is achieved when the ball is in the possession of a defensive player 
(infielder or outfielder) standing in the infield. There are two types of containment, depending on whether the ball is hit to the 
infield, or the outfield: 

 
a. A ball hit in the infield is contained as soon as the defensive player fields the ball.  All runners can advance to the next 

base at the risk of being put out.  However, if the defensive player subsequently throws the ball, in an effort to get an out, 
then all runners shall be entitled to the base they are advancing to, plus one additional base, at the risk of being tagged out, 
on an overthrow.  Subsequent overthrows do not result in additional bases.  
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b. On a ball hit to the outfield, regardless of how the ball ends up in the outfield, the ball is not contained until it is in the 

possession of a defensive player (infielder or outfielder) standing in the infield.  When a ball is returned from the outfield 
and becomes contained, a runner may not advance further than the base they were already advancing to, even on an over-
throw. 

 
19. Each team will be allowed to use ten (10) defensive players, four (4) of which will be in the outfield.  A “Rover” position is not 

allowed.  If a team only has (9) players, the game may begin with three (3) outfielders. 
20. League age 11-year olds cannot pitch in farm division. 
 
21. Green book rule will be followed for pitch count and rest period required as follows: 
 

Pitches thrown Days of Rest Pitched on Rest Eligible to Pitch 
 1 – 20 0 Sunday None Monday 
 21 – 35 1 Sunday Monday Tuesday 
 36 – 50 2 Sunday Monday & Tuesday Wednesday 
 51 - 65 3 Sunday Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Thursday 
 66 or more 4 Sunday Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs Friday 
 
A player MAY NOT throw more than 35 pitches in a game prior to Spring Break. (Subject to Last Batter)  

 
Post Spring Break, maximum pitch limits are as follows: 
 
 09 - 10 years old: 75 pitches per day 
 07 - 08 years old: 50 pitches per day 
 
If a pitcher reaches their maximum pitch count OR reaches a rest threshold while facing a batter, the pitcher may continue to 
pitch until any of the following conditions occurs: 1) That batter reaches base, or 2) That batter is retired, or 3) The third out is 
made to complete the half-inning.  The pitcher will only be required to observe the calendar day(s) of rest for the threshold he / 
she reached during that at-bat, provided that pitcher is removed before delivering a pitch to another batter. 

 
A pitcher throwing 40 or more pitches in a game can still play catcher pursuant to the last batter conditions stated above.  Once 
a pitcher has thrown the 41+ pitch to a new batter, that pitcher can no longer play the position of catcher for the remainder of 
the day.  For a complete list of pitchers to catcher or catchers to pitcher rules, please see the GREEN BOOK.  In all cases we 
will adhere to the GREEN BOOK rules. 

 
22. It is the responsibility of the HOME team to enter all scores, pitchers used, and pitch counts to the website by 9:00AM the following 

morning for games played on Sunday through Thursday and by 12:00AM that evening for games played on Friday and Saturday 
nights.  Managers will need to meet after each game to validate score, pitchers used, and pitch counts and to ensure catchers were 
properly utilized during the game. 
 

23. A team may have up to 4 coaches/volunteers on the field during regular season play and up to 3 coaches/volunteers on the field 
during post season play. 

 
24. Farm Division teams cannot draw a replacement player from a Collegiate Division team during the last two weeks of their regular 

season schedule or the league playoffs. 

25. Any violation of the rules or inappropriate behavior by Coaches, Managers, or Volunteers will be addressed under the league’s 
Disciplinary Policy. 

 

 
BASEBALL – COLLEGIATE 
 
1. All players league age 7 to 9 are eligible for the Collegiate division. League age 6 players who have played one year of Tee Ball and 

have participated in a player evaluation with the Division Coordinator may also participate.  League age 9 players must be approved 
by a special sub-committee of the NBLL Board of Directors prior to placement on a Collegiate team.  This special sub-committee 
will include the Vice President of Baseball, the Player Agent, and the Division Coordinator for the Farm Division.  This committee 
will look at the player’s skill level to assess whether the player should be moved up to Farm or should remain in Collegiate.  The 
parent’s wishes will be strongly considered in this placement, however, in no case should a strongly skilled 9-year old be allowed to 
stay in Collegiate when doing so would result in a dominant performance by the player. 
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2. Each manager is allowed two player options to add to their roster (not including their own child). Each player may have one friend 
request. If selected as one of the manager options, that player forfeits his / her right for a friend request. In all cases, these requests 
will be accommodated as much as possible, but never guaranteed. 

 
3. Absolutely no pre-game batting practice of any kind is allowed on the field.  Point of emphasis: Players at this age level should 

not have a bat in hand unless they are in the batter’s box ready to hit.  No exceptions. 
 
4. Managers and coaches should make every attempt to keep the game moving along at a good pace.  Catchers should be identified in 

advance of their assigned inning, geared up, and be ready to play when their team takes the field.  The umpire will remind managers 
of this requirement as needed. 

 
5. The entire game roster shall be used as the batting order, regardless of defensive position.  Players arriving after the game has started 

shall be placed in the batting order after the last player named in such batting order.  Free substitution is allowed for defense. 
6. If playing on a non-fenced field, the home run line will be marked by cones a distance of 120 feet from home plate.  A batted ball 

that passes over the coned home run line on the fly shall be a home run.  A batted ball that touches a fielder’s glove, or any other 
part of said fielder, and passes over the coned home run line on the fly, without ever touching the ground prior to passing the cones, 
shall be a home run.  A batted ball that passes the coned home run line after first touching the ground shall be a ground-rule double, 
regardless of whether a fielder touched it or not. 

 
7. A safety base will be placed next to first base if available.  In general, the defense is entitled to the inside base, while the batter / 

runner is entitled to the outside base.  Coaches should instruct their players to make plays to the inside base while playing defense, 
and to run through the outside base while running to first. 

 
8. Each team must supply a shaggier behind home plate when their team is batting.  The main responsibility of a shaggier is to collect 

thrown balls and give them back to the coach pitcher between batters. 
 
9. Managers are required to follow a defensive player rotation provided by the league. This rotation encourages equal playing time for 

all players in all positions.  The defensive rotation is as follows: 
 

TWELVE ELEVEN TEN NINE EIGHT SEVEN 
Player Player Player Player Player Player 
Roster Roster Roster Roster Roster Roster 

P P P P P P 
C C C C C C 

1B 1B 1B 1B 1B 1B 
RF RF RF RF OF OF 
2B 2B 2B 2B 2B 2B 

OUT RC RC CF OF SS 
RC SS SS SS SS 3B 
SS LC LC LF 3B  
LC 3B 3B 3B   
3B LF LF    
LF OUT     

OUT      
 

 Once a manager has determined their playing roster (12 players, 11 players, etc…) for any given game, players are assigned a 
starting position per the table above.  Each player then rotates one position down for each subsequent inning played throughout the 
game.  All managers are required to provide the opposing manager a copy of their defensive rotation prior to the start of the game.  
Manager may reset their rotations as desired between games but emphasis should be made to give every player an opportunity to 
play every position during the course of the year. 

 
10. The league does not permit managers or coaches on the playing field during live play at the Collegiate Division, except for one (1) 

coach running the pitching machine and two (2) adult base coaches.  In addition to these three (3) coaches, one (1) adult volunteer 
will need to be in the dugout for the entire game. 

 
11. The home team is responsible for supplying the first base umpire and the visiting team will supply the third base umpire. 
 
12. The game will be played using a Wilson Safety Ball with a league provided pitching machine. 
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13. For safety reasons, players are not allowed to hold a bat in the dugout / bench area, or swing a bat outside of the batter’s box. 

Practice swings will be allowed in the batter’s box only and only under the coach’s direction. 
 
14. No new inning can be started after 1 hour and 45 minutes and no pitch may be thrown after 2 hours (hard stop).  Games not 

completed by the two-hour time limit will revert back to the last completed inning unless the home team is batting and ahead, or the 
home team is batting and the game is tied, at which point the game is over and the score is final.  (Ties are allowed). 

 
15. The side retires when there are three (3) outs, when five (5) runs score, or when the entire batting order has batted, whichever comes 

first.  EXCEPTION: If a batter hits a home run over the fence or outfield boundary line, or hits a ground rule double, all runs driven 
in by that play will score (Maximum of two runs on ground rule double).  During the sixth inning, and every inning thereafter, there 
is no five-run limit, but the number of runs is limited to one rotation through the batting order. 
 

16. A batter or runner will be allowed to advance a maximum of one base on a batted ball hit in the infield, and a maximum of two 
bases on a batted ball hit to the outfield.  There are no triples in Collegiate.  A ball hit over the cones / fence on the fly will be 
considered a home run.  A ball must travel at least 10 feet beyond the baselines to be considered in the outfield.  A runner may only 
advance to second base (at risk) if the outfielder does not yet have control of the ball, or if the outfielder has control of the ball, but 
has not yet thrown it.  Play shall continue until time is called, at which time the umpire will rule as to which base the runner is 
entitled to.  Defensive players are encouraged to make the correct play by throwing to the appropriate base.  For that reason, runners 
will not be allowed to advance on an overthrow. 
 

17. Pitching shall be by machine, at a distance of 46 feet from home plate (the back of the pitching machine placed at 46 feet which 
should be on the front edge of pitching plate).  The player assuming the defensive position of pitcher shall begin each play with a 
foot no farther than 3’ from the actual pitching plate, and cannot be in front of the pitching machine until the ball crosses home 
plate. 

 
18. Both teams must bring their pitching machines to the game. The home team’s pitching machine should be used as the primary 

pitching machine unless an alternate plan is agreed to by both managers.  Each manager should test their pitching machine for 
accuracy before the game.  The home team should provide 5 new balls to be used throughout the game.  The Shaggier should collect 
balls after each pitch and return them to the coach pitcher after every batter.  A bucket or ball bag may be used provided it is stored 
as close to the pitching machine as possible. 

 
19. Each batter is allowed five (5) live pitches.  If not successful after five (5) live pitches, the batter is out.  A player fouling off the 

fifth pitch, or any subsequent pitch, is allowed another pitch, unless the foul ball is caught on the fly, at which point the batter is out. 
 
20. A batter hit by a “Machine pitch” does not take first base. 
 
21. Gloves may be worn by the adult pitcher during pitching as a safety measure; however, all defensive handling of the ball is to be 

done by the players.  A live ball coming into contact with the adult pitcher is considered incidental contact, and the ball is in play. 
 
22. Each team will be allowed to use ten (10) defensive players, four (4) of which will be in the outfield. A “Rover” position is not 

allowed.  Note: If a team has only (7) players, the game may be played, but the team must use a player at the catcher position. 
 
23. The “Infield fly” is not enforced for the Collegiate Division. 
 
24. A runner will be ruled safe if he / she does not have free access to the base because a defensive player has blocked the base while 

not making a play on the ball.  A runner will be ruled out if the runner does not slide or attempt to get around a fielder who has the 
ball and is attempting to make a play on the runner.  It is incumbent on the coaches to teach players to avoid collisions.  Safety is our 
first priority in the Collegiate Division. 

 
25. A pitcher must always throw the ball to another player to get the batter / runner out, unless it is considered a natural baseball play. 

For example, a ball fielded down the first baseline and pitcher is able to tag the batter.  Or a ball fielded down the third baseline and 
pitcher is able to tag the runner trying to score. 

 
26. An infielder must throw the ball to a base to make an out, unless it is considered a natural baseball play to run to the base for an out.  

For example, a ball hit to first base is fielded by the player at first base who then proceeds to tag their base for an out.  A ball hit to 
second base and fielded by the player at second who then runs to first base should not result in an out.  Use your judgement when 
considering whether a play is a natural baseball play. 

  
27. For fields with a grass outfield. An outfielder must assume a defensive position in the grass and may not field a ball in the infield, 

unless backing up a base.  For fields with a dirt outfield, a chalk line will be drawn 110 feet from home plate around the field. An 
outfielder must assume a defensive position behind the chalk line and may not field a ball in the infield (Edge of infield defined as 
10 feet beyond the baselines), unless backing up a base. 
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28. An outfielder must throw the ball to a base to obtain an out, rather than running to the base and touching it.  A batter / runner who is 

tagged out by an outfielder or forced out by an outfielder touching a base with the ball will be declared safe.  Managers are asked to 
instruct each player of the proper play once the play has ended. 

 
29. Collegiate division teams cannot draw a replacement player from a Tee Ball Division team during the last two weeks of their regular 

season schedule. 
 

30. Weekly scores and overall standings will not be tracked during the season for the Collegiate Division. 
 

31. Any violation of the rules or inappropriate behavior by Coaches, Managers, or Volunteers will be addressed under the league’s 
Disciplinary Policy. 

 

 
TEE BALL 
 
1. Rosters will be limited to 13 or fewer players with the goal of having as few as 10 per team.  In addition to the manager and two 

coaches, each team must have two parents, with approved background checks, in the dugout at all times to monitor, prepare, and 
coach the players.  Players must remain in the dugout or on the bench during games. 

 
2. Managers and coaches should make every attempt to keep the game moving along at a good pace. 

 
3. The home team is responsible for supplying an umpire who will be positioned at first base. 
 
4. For safety reasons, players are not allowed to hold a bat in the dugout or bench area, or swing a bat outside of the batter’s box.  

Practice swings will be allowed in the batter’s box only, and only under the coach’s direction. 
 
5. Batters will bat from the tee using a Baden dimple (Safety) ball.  Coach pitch is NOT allowed under any circumstances. 
 
6. There is no home run line for the Tee Ball division. (See Rule 12b for maximum allowable bases to be taken on a batted ball). 
 
7. A safety base will be placed next to first base to reduce collisions and to give batters a better chance of running though first base on 

a ground ball to the infield.  In general, the defense is entitled to the inside base, while the batter / runner is entitled to the outside 
safety base.  Coaches should instruct their players to make plays to the inside base while playing defense, and to run through the 
outside base while running to first. 

 
8. A batted ball must travel at least fifteen (15) feet from home plate, in fair territory, to be considered a live ball.  On the third contact 

with the ball, the batter will run regardless of the distance the ball travels, as long as it is a fair ball.  
 
9. Tee Ball games shall consist of four (4) innings, time permitting.  Please do not exceed four (4) innings as children at this age tire 

easily and no benefit is derived from the game dragging out beyond four (4) innings. 
 
10. There is a 60-minute time limit for all games.  If a batter steps to the plate at the 60-minute mark, last batter will be called and the 

player will be allowed to hit, after which, the game will end. 
 
11. There are no protests at the Tee Ball division as there are no official scores or standings.  This level is designed to be recreational, 

instructional, and above all, fun!  Please ensure that you, as Managers and Coaches, as well as your team’s parents, set the best 
possible examples of sportsmanship and courtesy.  All players from both teams are winners if they have fun and have learned 
something during the game. 

 
12. Offensive Team: 

Each team will, when on offense, bat through their respective team roster as follows: 
a. Bat through the entire team roster, regardless of outs or runs.  The side retires when play has ended by the last batter 

on the roster running around to home plate.  The last batter in an inning then becomes the first batter of the next 
inning, so that players rotate through the different positions in the batting order on a regular basis. 

b. The batter / runner may proceed, at risk of being put out, as far as ONE (1) base on a batted ball put into play.  A 
batter / runner put OUT on a play MUST BE REMOVED to the dugout.  Please instruct players and prepare them for 
being put OUT as it’s bound to happen at some point in their little league career… 

c. There is no advancement on a ball that is overthrown or thrown out-of-play and every effort should be made to 
encourage defensive players to make a play and a throw. 

d. Each thrown bat will result in a warning for the first offense during an at bat.  A subsequent thrown bat, during the 
same at bat, will result in an OUT and the player will return to the dugout.  The goal of this rule is to instruct players 
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NOT to throw the bat.  The rule is not intended to punish the players.  Please use discretion in determining whether a 
bat is thrown or not. 

 
13. Defensive Team: 

a. The infield shall consist of the proper number of players in the proper defensive positions (not lined up in the 
baseline), with one exception, there will be no catcher at the Tee Ball level.  The pitcher shall be positioned on the 
pitcher’s plate or directly behind it until the ball has been hit. 

b. Teams are to run a 3-Zone Defense and rotate players clockwise or counter-clockwise in each zone every 3 or 4 
batters.  This will require 3 coaches to be on the field in charge of the 3 zones and rotations.  Players will switch 
zones each inning. 

i. Zone 1 – 1B/RF/RCF 
ii. Zone 2 – 2B/CF/P 

iii. Zone 3 – 3B/SS/LF/LCF 
c. If a pitcher or infielder fields a ground ball, he/she must throw the ball to another position player to get a runner out, 

unless the natural baseball play is to tag the runner or touch the base.  The defensive team cannot obtain an out by 
fielding a ball and touching home plate.  Managers are asked to instruct players on the proper play once the play 
has ended. 

d. Any ball hit to the outfield should be thrown to the infield by the fielder.  An outfielder must throw the ball to obtain 
an out, rather than running to a base and touching it.  A batter / runner who is tagged out by an outfielder or forced 
out by an outfielder touching a base with the ball will be declared safe and managers will instruct each player on the 
proper play once the play has ended. 

 
14. Any number of Manager Approved Volunteers may be on the field with the players, assuming they; 1) Do not interfere with the 

player’s ability to participate, and 2) All Volunteers must have passed a league approved background check. 
 

15. This is a recreational and instructional division and as such, there should be no-pressure put on the kids.  Our primary 
objective is to provide a fun and safe baseball experience for all participants. 

 
16. Any violation of the rules or inappropriate behavior by Coaches, Managers, or Volunteers will be addressed under the league’s 

Disciplinary Policy. 
 

 
LEAGUE DISCIPLINARY POLICY 
 
Culture & Accountability 
 
The Board recognizes the tremendous amount of work and time commitment that goes into being a regular season baseball or softball 
Manager.  Managers are the face of the organization and represent NBLL to the outside world.  The success NBLL has enjoyed over the 
past decade has been the result of the dedication and excellence shown by our volunteer Managers.  The Board is committed to creating a 
Little League experience that is second to none in terms of safety, fun, and player development.  To that end, NBLL has established a 
culture of accountability and a code of conduct for all volunteers.  The culture starts with safety.  We background check all volunteers in 
accordance with standards set by Little League International.  We provide training and self-improvement opportunities to our Managers, 
Coaches, and Umpires.  Finally, we have an accountability process that allows the Board to take action regarding those volunteers who 
are not following the culture or acting in the best interest of Little League. 
 
No one likes to talk about accountability.  Everyone assumes the disciplinary process is reserved for those truly egregious acts like 
physical altercations, child abuse, neglect, or other obvious issues where everyone would agree that someone needs to be held 
accountable.  While the process does cover these types of acts, the process is also intended to cover a wide range of subtler issues, from 
rule violations, to player safety, to the general perception of our league amongst our peers. 
 
All Managers should also keep in mind that managing a team in any given season does not guarantee a spot managing a team the 
following season.  All appointments are made on an annual basis.  Managers will be evaluated every season and only those managers 
who best represent the NBLL culture will be selected to continue managing in future seasons.  Evaluations are based on survey results, 
parent feedback, on-field observations, interactions with fellow managers and Board members, etc…  Bottom line, there are no 
guarantees that any specific manager will manage again in a subsequent season. 
 
Disciplinary Process 
 
There are no hard and fast rules to determine the level of severity of all the different actions that can be taken during the season so this 
section is intended to provide a general guideline and to spell out the Manager’s remedies should they disagree with an action taken by 
the President or another Board Officer during the season.  General Board Members will not be involved in specific on-field disciplinary 
actions but will be involved in committee hearings or appeal hearings should the need arise. 
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Minor issues that include things like cultural violations and minor violations of the division play rules, whether intended or not, are 
subject to the following: 
 

1) Informal discussion with President followed up by an e-mail report of the incident shared with the Managers of the appropriate 
division. 

2) Subsequent or more serious issues will be addressed in a written warning issued by the President or another Board Officer 
documenting the issue.  A permanent record will be retained by the Board and an e-mailed summary will be sent to all NBLL 
Managers. 

3) Continued violations will result in a formal Board hearing with a formal Board rebuke and potential removal as Manager. 

Several minor issues will not necessarily constitute a written warning.  The President will investigate and address any and all issues 
brought forward and will report back to the Board of Directors as to the severity and nature of the issues discussed.  If needed, the 
President will convene a disciplinary committee to include the Vice President of the Division, the Player Agent, and the Division 
Coordinator plus one at-large Board Member, to determine the disciplinary process and severity for any unusual issue or circumstance. 
 
Major issues that involve egregious cultural violations, intentional and/or willful disregard for the rules, intentional or negligent safety 
violations, physical altercations, etc… will be addressed decisively by the President, acting with the assistance of a disciplinary 
committee of the Board, as outlined above.  Most major issues will result in the immediate suspension of any volunteers or participants 
involved while an investigation takes place.  Major issues will be brought to the immediate attention of the Board and every effort will be 
made to hold an emergency Board meeting for the express purpose of addressing the issue.  Volunteers may be temporarily reinstated 
pending the outcome of a Board investigation if an emergency meeting of the Board cannot happen in a reasonable time frame.  
Resolution of all Major issues will be e-mailed to all active NBLL Managers. 
 
Manager Remedies 
 
Every Manager has the right to petition the Board for a disciplinary hearing to address any actions taken by the President, another Board 
Officer, or the Disciplinary Committee.  Managers have the right to stand before the Board to present their side of the argument and to 
present any witnesses they feel will favorably impact the Board’s decision in such manner.  The Disciplinary Committee will also present 
witnesses to the contrary and present evidence supporting any disciplinary action taken. 
 
Failure to Staff Umpires for Games 
 
These rules will apply to any divisions that require independent volunteer umpires.  Managers are responsible for finding suitable 
umpires to provide umpire coverage for the umpire pool.  However, it is understood that some teams may have limited options for 
providing umpires.  Managers are responsible for communicating and coordinating their umpires for their assigned games.  Should an 
umpire become unavailable, or should no umpire be available for an assigned slot, the Manager’s responsibility is communication!  
Failure to communicate with the UIC, in a timely manner, will result in potential penalties.  Should you find yourself in a situation where 
you don’t have an umpire to cover a slot, communicate that to the UIC promptly and continue looking for a suitable option until the UIC 
lets you know the slot is covered.  It is not necessary for a Manager to fill the spot himself/herself but it is important to communicate 
early and often.  Should you find yourself in a situation where an assigned umpire has to back out of the commitment, again, your 
responsibility is communication.  Please call via cell phone; the UIC, and the Managers of the two impacted teams.  Failure to properly 
communicate the availability of an umpire to cover your assigned slot will result in the loss of practice time for your team. 
 
Minimum Play and Pitching Violations 
 
Minimum play violations, including disregard for the forced rotation (Collegiate) or position limits (Farm), without the express written 
approval of the Player Agent or Division Coordinator, are considered rule violation.  Minimum play requirements are spelled out in the 
supplementary rules for each division.  Should a manager violate these rules, intentionally or not, it will result in disciplinary action as 
outlined under the Disciplinary Process noted above.  Minimum play rules are largely predicated on full 6-inning games and credit will 
be given to the Manager’s intent or planned play rotation should the game be called prior to 6 innings.  Additional penalties may be 
assigned by the President or Player Agent in response to a violation of the minimum play rules.  These penalties will include playing 
specific players a certain number of innings in a subsequent game or having a player play a certain position during a subsequent game, 
dependent upon the violation. 
 
Pitching violations, are considered safety violations and will also result in a disciplinary action as outlined under the Disciplinary Process 
noted above.  However, self-reported violations will result in a substantially lower level of discipline if they are discovered and corrected 
during the course of play.  It is always in your best interest to self-correct and self-report if a mistake happens.  Additional penalties may 
be assigned by the President or Player Agent in response to pitching violations during the season.  These penalties can include extended 
days of rest for a pitcher, or a catcher, as well as potential forfeiture of regular season games.  Pitching violations in the post season will 
be addressed specific to the post season event. 
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RAINY DAY POLICIES 
 
1. A "Rain Line" has been established for you to call for current information about field closures at Northshore Athletic Fields 

(Formerly the Complex). In the event of possible field closures, the recording will be updated one hour prior to scheduled game start 
times.  The “Rain Line” phone number for Northshore Athletic Fields is (425) 486-7333. 

 
2. A “Rain line” has been established for you to call for current information about field closures for all Northshore School District 

Fields. In the event of possible field closures, please call (425) 408-6020. 
 
3. A “Rain line” has been established for you to call for current information about field closures for Cedar Grove Park, Doug Allen and 

all North Creek Fields. In the event of possible field closures, please call (425) 489-3388. 
 
4. A “Rain line” has been established for you to call for current information about field closures for all Snohomish County fields 

(Forsgren Park, Logan Park, and Willis Tucker). In the event of possible field closures, please call (425) 388-6030. 
 
5. If a game cannot be played, the managers need to contact their division coordinator and scheduler immediately to reschedule the 

game. Home team is responsible for notifying the umpire scheduled for that game. Rainouts will be scheduled by the next scheduled 
practice for either team. Umpire will be notified of game time and place.  Failure to adhere to this policy will result in the game 
recorded as a loss for both teams. 

 

 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
1. The league championship for College, Farm, Minor, and Majors Divisions will be determined by a double elimination tournament 

upon conclusion of the regular season.  Home and Away teams will be determined by a coin flip between the two managers 45 
minutes prior to game time. 

 
2. Seeding for all divisions will be determined by random draw.  
 
3. League championship games are allowed to extend past the 8:30 pm last pitch deadline as long as it is safe to do so.  Under no 

circumstances is a manager allowed to speed up or stall to disrupt the natural flow of the game.  Doing so under any circumstance 
will result in disciplinary action from the league President, up to and including game forfeiture. 

 
4. First and second place teams in each division will receive individual trophies. 
 
5. Seeding for Minor and Major Tournament of Champions (TOC) will be submitted to TOC organizer based on input from each of the 

managers and collected by the league President. 
 

 
INTERLEAGUE RULES 
 
1. The two league Presidents and Umpire-in-Chiefs will determine any and all protests. 
 
2. Rainouts will be attempted to be made up.  The Home team will contact the interleague coordinator to schedule the makeup game. 

The Interleague coordinator is an elected position selected from one of the league coordinators. 
 
3. Home teams are responsible for the field preparation, setup, and breakdown if the last game of the day. 
 
4. Game times are outlined in the interleague supplemental rules. 
 
5. Additional Interleague rules may be provided by the district for each division of play participating in Interleague play. 
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ALL-STARS 
 
The North Bothell Little League All-Star Selection Process is intended to be fair and equitable for all Players, Managers and 
Coaches.  The selection process for All-Stars will be overseen by the President and Player Agent for the league. 
 
Manager and Coach Selection 
 
Managers interested in managing an All-Star team must submit their name in writing to the President by May 15 th.  Per the Green Book 
Rule, all 12U Managers and Coaches must be selected from regular season Managers and Coaches in the Majors Division.  All 10U and 
11U Managers and Coaches must be selected from regular season Managers and Coaches in the Majors or Minors Division. 
 

Little League: The manager and coach(es) shall be regular season team managers and/or coaches from the Little League 
Baseball (Major) Division. 
 
8- to 10- Division & 9- to 11-Year Old Division: The manager and coach(es) shall be regular season team managers and/or 
coaches from the Little League Baseball (Major) Division or Minor League Division. 

 
Similar to Manager selection during the regular season, the President will nominate an All-Star Manager for each level of play; 12U, 
11U, and 10U based on the criteria outlined above and from the available pool of applicants who submitted their names in writing for 
consideration.  If no individual steps forward to submit their name, or if a sole individual become disqualified, for any reason, and no 
other applicants are available, the President will open the selection process up to all applicable managers and coaches from the 
appropriate divisions. 
 
Once nominated, All-Star Managers must be approved by the league’s Board of Directors in a simple majority vote.  In the event the 
Board rejects an All-Star Manager candidate, the President must present an alternative nomination for approval.  After approval by the 
Board of Directors, All-Star Managers must submit their All-Star Coach selections to the President in writing for approval.  The 
President, at their sole discretion, will approve or reject all Coach selections.  All-Star Managers may appeal the President’s decision 
directly to the Board of Directors who have the authority to overturn the President’s decision with a simple majority vote. 
 
Selection as an All-Star Manager or Coach does not guarantee selection in subsequent years.  All-Star Managers Candidates will be 
evaluated on their technical merits, on their ability to develop and coach youth in the skills of baseball and softball, and on their 
adherence to the league’s culture and standards. 
 
Player Selection 
 
All-Star Player Applications will be distributed to all regular season managers on May 1st.  Any player who wishes to be considered for 
All-Stars must complete and submit a valid application by May 15th.  All-Star Player Candidates must be able to make a firm time 
commitment through August and be willing and able to bear any expenses and travel costs associated with tournament play.  The 
application will spell out the commitments needed and will inform players and parents of the potential for limited play time should they 
be accepted to the All-Star team as a utility player. 
 
Every effort will be made to schedule an All-Star Parent Meeting prior to formation of the All-Star teams where league officials will 
explain the commitment and expectations for tournament play.  It must be clear to all participants that play time is not equal and the 
objective of tournament play is winning baseball games.  Emphasis will still be placed on the league’s culture and managers will be 
expected to work within the leagues value system while striving to win tournament games. 
  
All-Star players will be selected by regular season team managers, with the process being observed by league officials, at a meeting 
called by the President for the express purpose of drafting All-Star teams.  Observing Board Members will consist of the President, Vice 
President for the Division, and up to 3 at-large Board Members.  Each player candidate will be discussed by the group and then Players 
will be selected using the following method: 
 
12U Team – The first 9 All-Star Players will be selected by the process described below.  Regular season Major Division Managers will 
serve as the selection committee.  The league’s Player Agent will administer the process by passing out a list of all eligible players to be 
ranked from first (1) to last (x) by each manager.  The Player Agent will collect and tally the player ranks.  The top player candidates 
with the lowest total ranking will be eligible for election to the All-Star team first.  From there, a simple election of each individual 
player will take place by secret ballot with each member of the selection committee getting 1 vote.  Each name will be read aloud and 
voted on separately.  Participants will mark accept or reject on their ballot and submit it to the Player Agent to tally the results.  Any 
candidate that receives 2/3rds of the votes will be placed on the All-Star roster.  Any candidate that is rejected will be moved to the end 
of the candidate list and will remain eligible for selection by the All-Star Manager as a 10+ pick.  The final roster spots on the All-Star 
team will be determined by the All-Star Manager and will be announced prior to the conclusion of the selection meeting.  Little league 
and NBLL highly encourage selection of 13 players for All-Stars. 
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11U Team – The first 9 All-Star Players will be selected by a ranking system as described above.  Regular season Major Division 
Managers will serve as the selection committee.  The league’s Player Agent will administer the process by passing out a list of all eligible 
players to be ranked from first (1) to last (x) by each manager.  The Player Agent will collect and tally the player ranks.  The top player 
candidates with the lowest total ranking will be eligible for election to the All-Star team first.  From there, a simple election of each 
individual player will take place by secret ballot with each member of the selection committee getting 1 vote.  Each name will be read 
aloud and voted on separately.  Participants will mark accept or reject on their ballot and submit it to the Player Agent to tally the results.  
Any candidate that receives 2/3rds of the votes will be placed on the All-Star roster.  Any candidate that is rejected will be moved to the 
end of the candidate list and will remain eligible for selection by the All-Star Manager as a 10+ pick.  The final roster spots on the All-
Star team will be determined by the All-Star Manager and will be announced prior to the conclusion of the selection meeting.  Little 
league and NBLL highly encourage selection of 13 players for All-Stars. 
 
10U Team – The first 9 All-Star Players will be selected by a ranking system as described above.  Regular season Minor Division 
Managers will serve as the selection committee.  The league’s Player Agent will administer the process by passing out a list of all eligible 
players to be ranked from first (1) to last (x) by the managers.  The Player Agent will collect and tally the player ranks.  The top player 
candidates with the lowest total ranking will be eligible for election to the All-Star team first.  From there, a simple election of each 
individual player will take place by secret ballot with each member of the selection committee getting 1 vote.  Each name will be read 
aloud and voted on separately.  Participants will mark accept or reject on their ballot and submit it to the Player Agent to tally the results.  
Any candidate that receives 2/3rds of the votes will be placed on the All-Star roster.  Any candidate that is rejected will be moved to the 
end of the candidate list and will remain eligible for selection by the All-Star Manager as a 10+ pick.  The final roster spots on the All-
Star team will be determined by the All-Star Manager and will be announced prior to the conclusion of the selection meeting.  Little 
league and NBLL highly encourage selection of 13 players for All-Stars. 
 
All Managers are asked to familiarize themselves with players and their abilities throughout the season.  At-large Board Members can 
include any member of the Board.  Observing Board Members will be voted on and determined at a special Board Meeting for the 
election of All-Star Managers. 
 
Pursuant to Little League tournament rules, the following ages are eligible for All Star selection in the following divisions: All league-
age 8, 9, and 10-year old players who, with their parents, have signed the All-Star player consent form are eligible for the 10U All-Star 
Team.  All league-age 9, 10, and 11-year old players who, with their parents, have signed the All-Star player consent form are eligible for 
the 11U Team.  All league-age 10, 11, and 12-year old players who, with their parents, have signed the All-Star player consent form are 
eligible for the 12U Team.  All league-age 12, 13, and 14-year old players who, with their parents, have signed the All-Star player 
consent form are eligible for Juniors All-Star selection.  A Player or the Player Agent may petition the Board to allow a player to play on 
an All-Star team above his league age level. 
 
All-Star Players will be announced on June 1st.   
 
Note: The All-Star balloting process is highly confidential.  Independent observation and review of the All-Star selection process is 
conducted by duly elected Board members whose job is to ensure the process is followed correctly and in accordance with NBLL’s 
culture and values.  Any individual involved in the discussions, voting, or observation process will refrain from discussing the rankings 
and voting result outside of the All-Star selection meeting.  Any individual, who is determined to have violated these rules, by sharing 
voting or ranking results, or by manipulating the All-Star voting process, will immediately be stripped of any and all privilege and status 
in NBLL and will no longer be eligible to volunteer within NBLL unless reinstated by a unanimous vote of the Board of Directors.  
Discussion of the process is permissible, as long as ranking and voting results are excluded from the conversation. 


